
Ieva Ilves, Advisor on Information and Digital Policy at the Chancery of the President of Latvia.
Ms. Ilves consults the President on digital policy and information technology. Her focus is on
building a strong digital Latvia, promoting innovation and technological development, while
preserving democracy and ensuring human rights and freedoms online. Earlier, Ieva Ilves was in
charge of cybersecurity policy at the Ministry of Defence and served as a diplomat in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and abroad. Ieva spent three years in Silicon Valley to enrich her perspective on
the future of technologies, worked for the EU mission in Baku, Azerbaijan and the Latvian
delegation at NATO HQ in Brussels. In 2007, Ieva Ilves received the state award “The Cross of
Recognition” for her contribution in organising the NATO Summit in Riga.

Edgars Bondars, Ambassador-at-Large for Preparation of Three Seas Initiative Summit. He is a
Latvian diplomat with prior Ambassadorial posts to Poland, Romania and Bulgaria.

Mark Boris Andrijanič, Minister for Digital Transformation, Slovenia. He graduated with honours
from the Faculty of Law in Ljubljana, and he holds a Master of Public Policy (MPP) degree from the
University of Oxford. As of April 2021, he has chaired the Strategic Council for Digitalisation of the
Government of the Republic of Slovenia. From 2016 to 2021, he worked for the American
technology company Uber, most recently as Head of Public Policy for Central and Eastern Europe.
Prior to joining Uber, Mr Andrijanič was a Visiting Fellow at the Wilfried Martens Centre for
European Studies in Brussels, where his research focused on the EU’s digital and economic
policies. Since 2017, he has been a David Rockefeller Fellow at the Trilateral Commission and a
Millennium Fellow at the Atlantic Council.

Krzysztof Izdebski, expert at the Stefan Batory Foundation and the Open Spending EU Coalition.
Member of the Osiatyński Archive, and Consul Democracy Foundation Advisory Boards. Marshall
Memorial, Marcin Król and Recharging Advocacy Rights in Europe Fellow. He is a lawyer who
graduated from Warsaw University and specializes in access to public information and re-use of
public sector information. He has wide expertise in relations between public administration and
citizens. He is the author of publications on freedom of information, technology, public
administration, corruption, and public participation.

Markus Reinisch (Vice President, Public Policy Europe, Middle East and Africa at Meta)
Markus Reinisch joined Meta in March 2018 as the Vice President for Public Policy in Europe, the
Middle East and Africa. His portfolio includes the management of the company’s regional public
policy strategy and key relationships with senior policy stakeholders. Prior to this, Markus was
Global Public Policy Director at Vodafone, where he was responsible for leading the company’s
work on developing policy strategies and engagement with policy makers. He has also held other
executive policy roles within the communications industry including at Colt Group, Orange Group
and Deloitte Consulting. Markus holds an LLM from the University of Warwick and a law degree
from the University of Vienna.

Wojtek Talko is a member of the Cabinet who advices European Commissioner for Justice,
Gender Equality and Fundamental Rights Vera Jourová on all aspects of data protection issues
and communication. Wojtek has worked for the European Commission since 2009 and dealt with
variety of issues, including EU trade policy, negotiations of the multi-annual EU budget (MFF) and
EU development policy. Before joining the European Commission Wojtek worked mainly in public
affairs in London and Brussels. Embracing the opportunities created by the EU he studied and
worked in many European cities, including the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan and the
London School of Economics specialising in Political Science and Communication.

James Shotter, the FT correspondent based in Warsaw and covering Poland, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Belarus and Moldova. He was previously posted to Frankfurt covering German finance,
and before that to Zurich as Switzerland and Austria correspondent. He joined the FT as a leader
writer in 2010.



Tanel Kerikmäe is a full tenured professor of European Legal Policy and Law & Tech at Tallinn
University of Technology (TalTech). He has worldwide experience from different universities in
teaching and research. Tanel has been an invited professor at Lucerne Academy for Human
Rights Implementation, or the Ho Chi Minh City University of Law (being an honorary professor).
Tanel contributed as an expert for projects initiated by the European Parliament, Commission, and
also Deloitte and several law firms and think tanks. Most of his research activities are related to
law & technology issues (e.g. expert opinion on legal strategy of AI for Estonian Government).

Oana Popescu-Zamfir, Director of the GlobalFocus Center, Romania, producing democracy
resilience index. She is a Europe’s Futures Fellow at IWM (Vienna). A foreign policy expert and
editor, formerly a journalist and then Foreign Affairs Adviser to the Romanian Senate President,
she was also Programmes Director of the Aspen Institute Romania. In 2016 she served as State
Secretary for European Affairs at the Romanian Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Security and the
Elderly.

Julia Reuss, Facebook’s Director Public Policy Central Europe
Julia Reuss joined Facebook in February 2021 and is responsible for regulatory affairs and policy
strategy as well as policy programs in 30 Central European countries since February 2021. The
region includes the BeNeLux countries, Germany, Austria and Switzerland, as well as 23 countries
in Central and Eastern Europe and Russia. Julia Reuss previously held various management
positions in the federal administration. Her positions led from the German Bundestag to the
Federal Ministry of Transport and the Federal Chancellery. Julia Reuss was responsible for
international strategic business development for Deutsche Bahn and represented the group in
Paris for four years. Julia Reuss studied political science in Vienna, Washington D.C. and Berlin and
holds a PhD from the Free University of Berlin.

Jeremy Rollison is a Senior Director, EU Government Affairs, Microsoft. Jeremy is an EU advocacy
and government affairs professional specializing in EU digital/Internet policies and regulatory
issues, including: data protection and privacy, data sharing, cybersecurity, cloud computing, online
consumer law, copyright, and law enforcement access to data. Engagement with EU officials and
stakeholders, and coordination of public policy/advocacy campaigns on corresponding regulatory
issues. He received his Masters in European Studies both from Science Po and University of Bath.

Martin Ehl, chief international editor and analyst at czech Hospodářské noviny and a Senior
Fellow at the Visegrad Insigh. During his journalistic career, he has worked as a foreign news
reporter for the Czech dailies MF Dnesand Lidove noviny and at the weekly Tyden. He is an expert
in Central Europe and security policy in Europe as well as transatlantic relations, but has also
reported from Latin America, the United States, and the Balkans. He holds a PhD in political
science from Charles University. Martin writes a weekly column on Central Europe, published in
Hospodarske noviny and on Transitions Online, as Middle Europa. His most recent book (in Czech)
is “The third decade. On life, politics and people between Brussels and Gazprom.”

Artūrs Toms Plešs is a Latvian politician and now he serves as Minister for Environmental
Protection and Regional Development, and before he was the parliamentary secretary of the
Ministry. Artūrs Toms Plešs has experience in municipal work as he fulfilled the duties of Member
of the Bauska, LV, municipality council. He gained a bachelor's degree in transport, a master's
degree in urban and regional engineering at the Riga Technical University.

Ian Brzezinski, is an Senior American foreign policy and military affairs expert, a Fellow at the
Atlantic Council. in 2001-2005 he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Europe
and NATO Policy.

Karolina Zbytniewska, Chief Editor at EURACTIV Poland news media. She is an analyst and public
expert in European and international affairs, as well as in the media situation and fight against
disinformation. Experienced journalist and editor. Public speaker, conference chair, moderator, and
trainer. Actively committed to global affairs - from European politics and policy via Brexit to the
China-US-EU-Russia interplay, but also to sociopolitical issues like (in)equality, migration &



refugees, global warming, media freedom, just transition. European Marie Curie PhD fellow in
political science. Graduate with two Master degrees - in European Politics and in American
Studies.

Break-out sessions’ Moderators

Aleksandra Przegalińska, a philosopher and researcher of new technologies development,
especially green and sustainable technology, humanoid artificial intelligence, social robots, and
wearable technologies. She received Ph.D. in 2014 from the Institute of Philosophy at the
University of Warsaw. She graduated from The New School for Social Research in New York,
where she researched identities in virtual reality, with particular focus on Second Life.

Asya Metodieva,   Visegrad Insight Fellow and a researcher at the Institute of International
Relations Prague. She successfully defended her PhD at the Central European University (CEU),
Vienna. Her research focuses on radical movements, polarization and information warfare with a
focus on the Balkans and more generally Southeast Europe. She holds an MA in Public Policy from
CEU and in International Relations and Security Studies from Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski.
In 2019 she was a visiting PhD Candidate at the University of Oxford. She held the 2018 Sotirov
Fellowship at LSE IDEAS and 2018 Re-think CEE Fellowship of the German Marshall Fund of the
United States.

Albin Sybera, Visegrad Insight Fellow. Albin is a freelance journalist, consultant and a former clerk
at the State Environmental Fund of the Czech Republic. Besides Visegrad Insight, his texts can be
also found at Britske listy or Balkan Insight.

Anna Kuczyńska, sociologist of the Internet, deals with the social aspects of new media, diffusion
of innovation and digital skills. A graduate of the Institute of Sociology at the University of Warsaw
and the Polish School of Reportage at the Reportage Institute, a member of the editorial staff of
Res Publica Nowa.

Krzysztof Izdebski, expert at the Stefan Batory Foundation and the Open Spending EU Coalition.
Member of the Osiatyński Archive, and Consul Democracy Foundation Advisory Boards. Marshall
Memorial, Marcin Król and Recharging Advocacy Rights in Europe Fellow. He is a lawyer who
graduated from Warsaw University and specializes in access to public information and re-use of
public sector information. He has wide expertise in relations between public administration and
citizens. He is the author of publications on freedom of information, technology, public
administration, corruption, and public participation.


